The full text of the authoritative interpretation (of W-4.9000) of the Book of Order:
“Worship is a central element of the pastoral care of the people of God (W-6.3001, W6.3010) in which a teaching elder’s discernment of the leading of the Holy Spirit is
indispensable. The necessity of ensuring the exercise of freedom of conscience in the
interpretation of Scripture (G-2.0105) in the planning and leadership of worship has deep
roots in our Reformed tradition and theology. Because a service of marriage is one form of
such worship, when a couple requests the involvement of the church in solemnizing their
marriage as permitted by the laws of the civil jurisdiction in which the marriage is to take
place, teaching elders have the pastoral responsibility to assess the capabilities, intentions,
and readiness of the couple to be married (W-4.9002), and the freedom of conscience in the
interpretation of Scripture (G-2.0105) to participate in any such marriage they believe the
Holy Spirit calls them to perform.
“Exercising such discretion and freedom of conscience under the prayerful guidance of
Scripture, teaching elders may conduct a marriage service for any such couple in the place
where the community gathers for worship, so long as it is approved by the session; or in
such other place as may be suitable for a service of Christian worship. In no case shall any
teaching elder’s conscience be bound to conduct any marriage service for any couple except
by his or her understanding of the Word, and the leading of the Holy Spirit.”
The Assembly ― like its Assembly Committee on Civil Union and Marriage Issues ― was
careful to protect the consciences of pastors on both sides of the same-gender marriage
issue.
In addition to the protective language at the conclusion of the authoritative interpretation,
the Assembly included a clause in the proposed amendment stating: “Nothing herein shall
compel a teaching elder to perform nor compel a session to authorize the use of church
property for a marriage service that the teaching elder or the session believes is contrary to
the teaching elder’s or the session’s discernment of the Holy Spirit and their understanding
of the Word of God.”
The Assembly also reached out to Presbyterians who will certainly struggle with the proposed
new definition of marriage. The words “traditionally between a man and a woman” were added
by an amendment offered by Teaching Elder John Wilkinson of Genesee Valley Presbytery.

